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Laikipia Collects Highest
Quarterly Revenue Ever
L

aikipia has collected the highest reve-

nue ever within three months of any financial year.
Between July and September, which form
the first quarter of government’s financial
year, Laikipia County Revenue Board reported a total collection of Kshs 220. 9 million.
This is about Kshs 70 million above Kshs 150
million collected within the same period in
2020/ 2021 and Kshs 80 million more than
the same period of 2019/2020.
In 2018/2019, when the county recorded
phenomenal growth in own source revenue,
Kshs 160.3 million was collected in the first
quarter. The following year 2019/2020, the
county collected Kshs 139 million in the first
quarter.
This year’s sterling performance is a strong
indication that the board might realize its
target of Kshs 1 billion this time round.
The remarkable performance has been
attributed to continuous engagement with
stakeholders, ensuring robust public participation on Finance Bill, embracing of technology and growing compliance by citizens.
Citizens have an opportunity to make their
input in the Finance Act 2021 during public
participation fora organized by the board
this week.
In 2020/2021 financial year the Board had a

total collection of Kshs. 840M in own source
revenue which was 83 percent of the targeted Kshs 1 billion.
Stimulus Fund
This was a great improvement compared
the previous f/y 2019/2020 where the board
realized Kshs 730 million. Despite this incredible performance, the Board missed the
target due to Covid-19 pandemic which
had led to the closure of many businesses
livestock markets, tourism sector, natural
resources revenue stream as well as loss of

jobs and unemployment.
It is worth noting own source revenue for
the 2020/2021 financial year was the highest
realized since the advent of devolution in
2013 with Kshs 25 million more collected
compared to the best year 2018-2019.
The county government has partnered with
several financial institutions to initiate a
Kshs 3.3 billion economic stimulus fund to
cushion Laikipia businesses against the
effects of Covid-19.
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Spotlight Now Shining on Laikipia SMEs Growth Model
After Raila Visit
Driving on a Nyahururu road on a chilly November morning in
2017, Governor Ndiritu Muriithi noticed a crowd milling around a
small home-made car.
“Is it working?” He enquired after stopping at the spot. When the
man seated behind the steering wheel responded in affirmative, he
promised to come back and have a ride.
Later, after attending a general staff meeting at the Nyahururu Social
Hall, the Governor returned to the scene tagging his deputy John
Mwaniki along and hopped into the car for a ride around the town.
“The man who has made this car is far much better than many engineering professors who have never made anything. He has believed in
himself. We are going to create a science fund to support such innovators,” he would remark.
What followed was the birth of Laikipia Innovation and Enterprise
Development Programme (LIEDP) which orgnanised annual innovation and enterprise development fairs where winning innovations and
business ideas were identified for handholding and linkage to strategic partners.
The programme sprung into national limelight last week when former
Prime Minister Raila Odinga not only praised it as best model to end
poverty but also bought some products.
“I am happy to see Laikipia county government under the leadership
of Governor Ndiritu Muriithi making deliberate effort to uplift the
SMEs. It’s something that other counties should emulate,” Mr Odinga
said.
He said linking SMEs to capital, skills development and access to
market is what is needed to enable these SMEs grow. We must start
supporting our industries by stopping being net importers.
Drawing examples from the history of Mercedes Benz, Ford and Toyota, Odinga described the Laikipia SMEs growth model as impressive
and which should be replicated nationally.
“These were people who started small but the government supported
them grow into big manufacturers employing a lot of people,” he said.
Under the programme, the county government has repurposed 174 of
its staff to full time business development officers specifically support
SMEs grow into mass producers of goods and services to create additional jobs and grow the local economy.
Working with 26 partners, the business development officers were by
last month supporting 1,504 SMEs which according to the presentation during the former prime minister’s visit, had created 18,700 new
jobs in the county.
“Our target is to have a minimum of 5,000 in the next one year,” says
Ms Winnie Gathoni, the chief officer, Innovation and Enterprise Development.
Support to the SMEs under the Laikipia model include provision of
working space, market linkage, intellectual property rights registration, link to strategic partnerships, business planning development,
business and technical training link to relevant certification and product development and design.
Others include access to finance, mechanization of enterprises to enable mass production and enhancement of business environment.
The model also includes a Sh3.3 billion economic stimulus fund set
up through a partnership between the county government and several
banks. Banks lend to businesses at normal market rates but the county
government discounts the interest rate by five percent. This means if
the bank is lending at interest of 12 percent, the business will repay at
7 percent.
Businesses can access facilities such as working capital, asset finance,
invoice discounting, Local Purchase Orders (LPOs), Group loans and
Agribusiness loans. The main idea is to enable SMEs stand up again
after the slowdown by covid-9 pandemic as well as asset finance. According to Ms Mwangi, 724 MSMEs have so far been linked to fund-
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ing, while 156 were formalized and 83 given space work spaces.
She says 148 Laikipia-made products have been placed both in local and international markets 16 other products have filed for utility models and patents.
In 2019, 10 Laikipia enterprises showcased their products in Rwanda during the 20th East Africa Community MSMEs trade fair. The
team got a chance to market their products and learn from other enterprises across the East African Community.
“I sell my products in the East African region, Nigeria, Congo and
Rwanda as a result of this exposure,” said David Burii who makes
maize drier.
Two months ago, the National Transport and Safety Authority
(NTSA) registered BJ50- the four-wheeler tuktuk that Governor
Ndiritu Muriithi rode on in 2017. Ms Mwangi says the firm assembling it is preparing for mass production with at least 15 Nyahururu-based sub-contractors. The county is preparing to start exploiting iron ore and other mineral huge deposits in the county to accelerate the industrialisation process.
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Laikipia Presents Key Proposals to Senate Committee

STATEMENT ON COUNTY’S APPEARANCE BEFORE THE SENATE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND INVESTMENTS COMMITTEE (PAIC)
We recognize the roles of various institutions of the
government as enshrined in our constitution.
Today, in recognizing the role of Senate in deepening
and protecting devolution, we appeared before the
Senate Public Accounts and Investment Committee
(PAIC) to set the record straight on a number of issues
emanating from the 2018/2019 audited report.
During the appearance, we presented two key proposals which we feel should strengthen and enhance
such engagements in future not only with Laikipia but
with all other counties.
First, consideration of audit reports by respective
county assembly committee and later by a similar
committee of the senate amounts to duplication. Both
the committees have the powers of a high court and
there would be no need of appearing before the two of
them over the same issue. The audited reports considered by the Senate committee today had already been
considered by the county assembly. We proposed that
a mechanism that provides for a separation of county
assembly mandate and the Senate as an appellate jurisdiction.
Secondly, we are of the view that after our appearances before the Senate, there should be a timeline for
sharing their own report and recommendations so that
county governments are able to take them on in good
time.
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Laikipia First Lady Roots for Early Screening of Breast Cancer
as Kenya Ushers Breast Cancer Month
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Sirimon Water Project Members Elect New Officials

Thursday, 30th September 2021, was a great day as Sirimon Water Project - Kirimara Branch held their elections.
192 out of 210 members attended the meeting. In attendants include Madam Grace Kinyua the Laikipia East Sub
County Admin, Ms Juliet Mwangi ,Water Officer ,Ms Sarah, the CDA, Chief Wang'ombe and Umande ward administrator Kamweru Wachira. The ACC Daiga Division
sent her apology. The long awaited elections were held
peacefully and the community appreciated those elected .
In one or two weeks we shall be meeting all these officials
so as to map out the way forward together. The CC,CDA,

Water Officer and the Ward Admin will be the
Ex-Officio members of the Project across the
Four Branches. More updates will be communicated .—Kamweru Wachira, Umande ward
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Cereb Economy Bigger than Economies of 34 African Countries
– Governor Ndiritu Muriithi

On

Wednesday, 29th September, 2021,

Governor Ndiritu Muriithi was an invited
key speaker at the Mount Kenya Foundation Luncheon on charting the way forward for the regional outlook with the upcoming political alignments and arrangements.
In terms of region interests he pointed out
that the CEREB region economy is far bigger than that of 34 African countries. As
such intra trade in the region is key and
that's why as Governors they are focused
on ease of doing business and negotiating
trade protocols to grow businesses and
enterprises.
Business across the country need support
to survive the effects of Covid-19 pandemic. Laikipia is offering a Kshs 3.3 billion
economic stimulus fund for assisting businesses to emerge from the debilitating
effects of Covid-19 and the attendant economic slowdown. Businesses can borrow

up to Kshs 4 million with a repayment of
7%. It is a government negotiation with
leading banks.
Governor Muriithi proposed that the national Government replicate the model and
have a Kshs 200 billion stimulus fund
which would go a long way in injecting
MSMEs with the much needed resources
to help them grow.
Invoice discounting is another key initiative. It assists contractors to access at least
80 % of their money pending payment.
This keeps contractors resourced to be able
to progress with their work flow.
The Laikipia Innovation and Enterprise
Development Programme is another key
area for phenomenal economic growth.
This involves a deliberate effort to map,
hand-hold and support those in the innovative field to make sure that their enterprises grow into bankable projects that can
be scaled up. A good example is the BJ 50
four-wheeler tuk tuk .
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Another Round of Golf in Support of Il Motiok
Secondary School
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