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Laikipia Women  
Turning Lemon  
into Lemonade  
By Muriithi John 

An invasive species of cactus is a dan-

ger to the livelihoods of pastoralists in 

Laikipia North as it continues to deci-

mate pasture.  

The plant has been a big headache to 

pastoralists in the region as it also kills 

their livestock especially sheep and 

goats. For many years, the community 

has been agonizing on how to eradicate 

this fast spreading cactus. 

To find a solution to this cactus menace 

a resident Mr Joseph Lentunyoi started 

Laikipia Permaculture Centre in 2014. 

The organization seeks to address and 

restore the environment.  

Its objective is mainly not to make mon-

ey but to first address the prevailing is-

sues facing the community. 

“Money is not everything. We are main-

ly concerned about environmental resto-

ration, addressing social and economic 

issues,” he said.  

The organisation’s activities are aimed at 

improving their quality of life of the lo-

cal community. 

It comprises 25 individuals working 

with 11 women groups. The total num-

ber of people engaged are 960 who are 

the membership of the eleven groups. 

 

Biogas 

Of the 11 groups, two are based in areas 

where cactus has been decimating pas-

ture. The groups make jam, juice and 

wine from the cactus fruits from facto-

ries in the area.  

The cactus leaves are ground to make 

biogas for cooking, which has greatly 

helped in conservation of trees other-

wise used for firewood. The company 

helps them in marketing these products 

for them locally and internationally. 

Through processing all parts of the cac-

tus plants, management of the plant has 

been possible. Cactus stores water and 

every part of it can grow independent-

ly, including the leaves. 

After eradicating the invasive plants, 

Permaculture will introduce grapes and 

hibiscus which will help the groups 

dealing with the cactus to produce similar products. 

The organization also grows aloe, which is not invasive, and 

gives seeds to the organized groups.  

They in turn sell and start own nurseries with the help of Per-

maculture. From the plant there they are able to make cosmet-

ics sold locally and outside the county. 

 

Certification 

The company has made major strides in their engagements 

with the 11 groups. It has built processing factories for five 

groups, capacity building, provided training on business 

skills, facilitated in Kebs certification of the products and book 

keeping, among others. It has generally improved the liveli-

hoods of the locals by 60 per cent in terms of sales.  

The groups have a variety of products they specialize in and 

the company facilitates in their marketing. The products in-

clude cosmetics, soaps, wine, jam, shampoos body shower 

gels, body conditioner, juice, and honey. 

“We have linked one group to AGAR Ltd Company in Nairobi 

that is buying large quantities of cosmetics for export. They 

have already signed an MoU and are buying shower gel, 

shampoo, body conditioner, soap and body creams”, said the 

Company founder.  

The same women group is exporting fresh Aloe to five coun-

tries- United Kingdom, Germany, Croatia, Japan, and Canada 

through Lush Cosmetics Company. 

Laikipia Permaculture Centre is one of the businesses under 

the Laikipia County Innovation and Enterprise Development 

Programme. The programme is supporting local businesses 

graduate to mass production.  It is evident that local products 

are of high quality as they are getting demand from other 

countries. 

A range of products; wine, jam and honey made by two of the five women groups 
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mary school. 

Mr. Legei added that this is a fulfillment of 

what the governor promised in 2017 that every 

location in Laikipia North must have a second-

ary school that every student will comfortably 

walk to acquire education.  

“Education is the ticket to social transfor-

mation. You cannot change a society if you are 

not educating the people,” Governor Muriithi 

said. 

The contribution both in cash and in kind 

amounted to KSh. 8, 530, 000, which will bring 

the desired positive change to the area. 

 

Mindset 

Lack of education has been linked to insecurity 

in the Amaya Region. Education, which opens 

up and changes the mindset on the people, will 

be a great contributor in efforts to diversify 

economic activities in the region. 

Education is one of the soft security strategies 

that Laikipia County and Amaya counties are 

pursuing to fight the perennial insecurity is-

sues, mostly arising within every 

election cycle or drought in the 

northern and western part of the 

county.  

The government is addressing 

the socio-economic imbalances in 

the region. For instance, in Tiaty 

sub county in Baringo which 

shares the border with Laikipia, 

75 percent of all persons aged 

three years and above have nev-

er been to any form of learning 

institution, according to the 2019 

Kenya National Census report.  

In Laikipia North sub-county 49 

percent within the same age 

bracket have never been to 

school. Our policies have been 

our own undoing. The govern-

ment has not only invested little 

in terms of education in this re-

By Muriithi John 

Laikipia Governor Ndiritu Muriithi is a man 

who believes in education. A charity golf tour-

nament on September 4, 2021, raised over 

Kshs8.5 million which will help residents of Il 

Motiok, Laikipia North, have a secondary 

school.  

Education opens doors to many opportunities 

and Governor Ndiritu Muriithi’s aim is to en-

sure that every child gets a secondary school 

education as the basic. 

The golf tournament at Nanyuki Golf Club, 

dubbed ‘Governor’s Cup 2021’ raised money 

to construct Il-Motiok Secondary School, next 

to the primary school. 

“We are very grateful for this noble move by 

the Governor. The nearest secondary school 

Kimanjo Mixed Secondary School, is 12 kilo-

metres away. Many students have been forced 

to drop out of school upon completion of their 

primary school education,” said Mr. Joseph 

Legei the outgoing head teacher Il-Motiok pri-

gion compared to other regions, its inhibitive pol-

icies also make it difficult for community to start 

schools.  

For example, Luoniek location did not have a sec-

ondary school for many years. The Government 

registered the only three primary schools in 2019 

and the first secondary school here barely six 

months ago. 

This is the second secondary school that Gover-

nor Muriithi has initiated in the region, the first 

one being Luoniek and Kurum Secondary school 

in Laikipia North sub county.  

A lasting solution to the banditry attacks and in-

vasions of private lands in Laikipia and the inse-

curity issue in the entire Amaya region (Baringo, 

Samburu, Isiolo and Laikipia) the government 

must address the conflict from the broader con-

text of issues under the veneer of the conflict.  

The KSh. 8, 530, 000 for Il-Motiok was raised in 

partnership with EM Naturals, Kenya Pipeline, 

Isuzu East Africa, Rentco Africa Ltd, Shell, Na-

tional Bank, KCB, Standard Chartered, Absa 

Bank, Stanbic Bank, Batuk, among others.  

On October 9 2021, there will be a replica of such 

an event at the Nyahururu Sports Club to raise 

more funds. 

Governor’s Cup Raises  Ksh8.5m for Il-Motiok Sec School  

Governor Ndir-

itu Muriithi 

Receives  a 

cheque from 

Kenya Pipeline 

Company Lim-

ited. The Mon-

ey raised will 

be used to con-

struct Il-

Motiok Sec-

ondary School  
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By Nahashon Maina 

The Laikipia County Statistical Abstract, 2021 

is out. In partnership with the Kenya National 

Bureau of Statistics (KNBS), the county has 

consistently been producing statistical abstract 

which contains all the economic, demographics 

and social data sets within the county.  

The County Statistical Abstract 2021 has incor-

porated new parameters that will help policy-

makers with readily available data concerning 

Laikipia. The newly covered areas are; Labor 

and employment statistics, Integrated County 

Operations Management System (ICOMS), 

Laikipia Innovation and Enterprise Develop-

ment (LIEDP), area under irrigation, house-

holds with access to water and sanitation, out-

patient department  (OPD) attendance statistics 

by facility.  

Others are; total electricity consumption by 

type of consumers, prescription by morbidity 

by facility and huduma center customer statis-

tics by services sought. The statistical abstract 

is essential for utilization by planners, econo-

mists, academics who seek out data for diverse 

use as they will have a deeper understanding 

of Laikipia’s economy. The data is also essen-

tial as it gives a clear outlook of Laikipia's 

economy by measuring the performance for the 

last year. The abstract gives priorities to sectors 

such as manufacturing, innovation, and water 

for production which are seen are to revolu-

tionize the economy of the county.  

Other areas it covers are agriculture, money and 

banking, Tourism, and Livestock.  

“We intend to bring together economic, demo-

graphic and social parameters in Laikipia into 

one single publication”,  Mr Charles Nderitu,  

director of Economic Planning said. 

The abstract brings transparency into the county 

operations and hiring process by giving details 

of employees working in the county. The Inte-

grated County Operations Management System 

(ICOMS) contains data of employees on details 

such as staff claims, leave applications, time-

sheets, work plans, project administration, 

and enterprise development. The county has 

been implementing reforms in the public ser-

vice that will streamline services to make it 

efficient to deliver the mandate to Laikipia. 

“We understand the value of data and statis-

tics in policymaking. It will provide a one sin-

gle-source data set and source of credible and 

authentic information of the performance of 

different economic sectors in Laikipia,” Mr 

Nderitu said. The statistical abstract will help 

investors to use the data available to ensure 

they prioritize investments and determine the 

allocation of resources to various sectors of 

the economy. “The abstract is creating a one-

stop-shop for our businessmen and citizens as 

it forms a decision tool for investment deci-

sion-making,” Deputy Governor John Mwani-

ki said. Partners praised the county for the 

huge milestone it has taken in the publication 

of a statistical abstract each year.  

“We are glad as the work by the Laikipia 

county is commendable to produce statistical 

abstract of 2021, we have always pointed out 

Laikipia as a benchmark county that others 

can follow and learn from”, Sarah Omache 

from KNBS said. 

“Laikipia is the only county that has individu-

ally participated in credit rating process in 

Kenya”, Managing Director Global Credit 

Rating Sylvia Chahonyo said. 

Laikipia County Statistical Abstract 2021 is Out 

Launch of the second generation of the Laikipia County Statistical Abstract 2018  at KICC, Nairobi 
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County devises ways for lasting water flow for residents  
By Muriithi John 

During the dry seasons, Laikipia county govern-

ment has been providing the residents with wa-

ter using water bowsers and which is very ex-

pensive owing to the fact that most of these peo-

ple have large herds of cattle. 

This method has other shortcomings as it is lim-

ited to the households reached and is also tempo-

rary. 

The county department of water, environment 

and natural resources has shifted the focus to 

provide clean and reliable water throughout the 

seasons through construction and equipping of 

boreholes.  

The main source of energy for pumping water 

from the source to storage tanks or homesteads is 

solar to further cut on the costs.  

Drought mitigation for both animals and human 

being is the aim of all the efforts Laikipia govern-

ment is taking.  

It takes two approaches- water trucking and 

borehole repairing. In water tracking the depart-

ment is supplying water to the hard-hit regions 

using a water bowser. This mainly targets 

schools and other essential facilities.  

People are allowed to fetch and store water in 

tanks or jerricans, awaiting permanent solu-

tion. 

The second approach, involves repairing 

boreholes to avoid future water trucking by 

the government.  

In partnership with Nawasco, Nyahuwasco, 

Batuk and SNV, the department has been re-

pairing and equipping various boreholes to 

ensure availability of sufficient clean water for 

farming, livestock and domestic use.  

The partnership has seen boreholes like the 

one in Naiperere repaired by Batuk and saved 

the locals from the charges they have experi-

enced when they were using fuel. The bore-

hole is now solar powered, after it was 

equipped with eight solar panels.  

Nawasco is rehabilitating Borehole 2 and 3 in 

Doldol. On the other hand, Nyahuwasco has 

trained the committee that is to take over the 

management of two boreholes in Sosian ward. 

The boreholes will be operated by the com-

munity after remaining dormant for six years 

under KeNHA. The project is not viable for Nya-

huwasco to take up the operational and manage-

ment roles.  A small fee will be charged to cater 

for operational costs as it is a genset project, us-

ing a generator to run.  

Guest Writer Not All of Laikipia Is In Flames 
 

 

By Anthony Rukwaro  

 

Laikipia County has been in the main-

stream media, locally and international-

ly for all wrong reasons, owing to its 

security concerns. The security debate is 

even now taking a political direction 

with national leaders weighing in to 

sadly prove a political point on the is-

sue.  

While this is playing out, the media has 

not detailed the area that is NOT affect-

ed by the insecurity. Not all of Laikipia 

is in flames. I reside in Nanyuki town 

with frequent travels to other parts of 

larger Laikipia. As much as we grief 

and cry with the affected area, it’s im-

perative to point out that, the bigger 

part of Laikipia still enjoys peace, tran-

quility and life is normal. Laikipia has 

land area of 9,532 square kilometres, 

making it larger than some countries 

like Singapore and Seychelles.  

It is a cosmopolitan county inhabited by 

more than 30 tribes and the current pop-

ulation stands at 532,301. It’s comprises 

three constituencies--Laikipia East, 

Laikipia North and Laikipia West. The 

most affected area is in Ol Moran which 

is in Laikipia West with land size of 590.6 Km sq 

and a population size of 23,948. The area affected 

by insecurity actually a small fraction of Laikipia 

West which borders Samburu and Baringo coun-

ties.  

We, the Laikipians are yet to understand the root 

cause of these periodic raids in this part of Laikip-

ia. While some will point out the cattle rustling, 

grazing lands and land ownership contention 

amongst the residents as the reason, we still ask 

the hard question, WHY only in Laikipia?  

A story is told of how a butcher slaughtered a goat 

to stock his butchery. He decided to dry up the hide 

by pinning it on the ground. Unfortunately, a dog 

stole the skin and upon seeing this, the butcher 

chased the dog for a very long distance, moving 

from one ridge to another until the dog could not 

move anymore and dropped the skin.  

The dog asked the butcher, is this all about the skin? 

We are equally baffled by the periodic violence eve-

ry electioneering period and we need to ask; Is this 

all about cows? Other areas in Laikipia remain un-

affected by the violence and the spill over.  

While we pray for peace and SECURITY for our 

people in Ol Moran, and 

hope that the Govern-

ment will address all the 

underlying issues in Laik-

ipia, we also want to en-

courage other Kenyans 

with interests in Laikipia 

not to be very worried on 

what they read on the so-

cial media and main-

stream media concerning 

the larger Laikipia.  

 
 Mr Rukwaro is the 

coach of Nanyuki Sportiff 

Ol Moran- -Rumuruti - Maralal tarmac road Junction currently undergoing construction under the county leasing 

programme. There is concerted effort to return normalcy in the area affected by insecurity 
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By David Serem 

LHS Nanyuki has commenced free breast and 

cervical cancer screenings in its new Empower 

Clinic as it steps up efforts to address the rising 

burden of cancer treatment on the communi-

ties’ middle and low-income earners.  

The initiative, which targets women between 

the ages of 25 and 49 years, is meant to raise 

public awareness of the benefits that come with 

the early diagnosis of the life-threatening dis-

ease among women of prime age.  

The development comes in the wake of the ris-

ing cases of unbearable financial burdens on 

families when it comes to treating cancer. The 

objective of the clinic is to mitigate these set-

backs in the society.  

Ms Susan Wanjohi, a nurse at the cancer centre 

explains that the financial implications that 

come with treating advanced cancer alone, 

should be the driving force for more people to 

consider regular screenings for early diagnosis.  

There has been low uptake of the free screen-

ing which contributes to heavy financial bur-

dens in the future as it affects women at their 

very prime ages.  

“Here is the interesting bit,” the medic ob-

serves, “Cervical cancer is second to breast can-

cer in prevalence in the country, but it 

(cervical) is responsible for more deaths than 

breast cancer. The reason is, very many people 

shy away from any form of medical examina-

tion that involves their private parts, thus more 

women will turn up when it’s extremely neces-

sary, and that means the condition has pro-

gressed to life threatening stages,” says Ms 

Wanjohi. 

This setback in addressing the impact of the 

disease. The decision to establish the cervical 

cancer clinic was arrived at following a baseline 

survey involving women at LHS Nanyuki and sev-

eral other health facilities within its cluster.  

The study pointed to a serious rising prevalence of 

cervical cancer in the region. Cervical cancer is cur-

able when diagnosed early. When it is not curable, 

it is possible to slow its progression, prolong 

lifespan and relieve symptoms such as pain and 

vaginal bleeding.  

The disease is among the leading killer non-

communicable disease in the country, with cervical 

cancer alone being responsible for over 3,000 

deaths annually. 

A 2019 report estimates that 13.45 million women 

aged 15 years and older are at risk of devel-

oping cervical cancer. The estimates indi-

cate that every year 5250 women are diag-

nosed with cervical cancer, with over 3,000 

dying from the disease.  

Cervical cancer is mostly caused by Human 

Papillomavirus, HPV, which is sexually 

transmitted.  

While a healthy immune system can clear 

infection in 12 to 24 months from the time of 

transmission, the persistence can occur for 

up to 10 to 15 years, making it hard to con-

trol among the population. 

HPV is the leading risk factor for cervical 

cancer, in addition to others such as com-

promised immune system due to HIV, 

smoking, having several sexual partners 

among others. HPV is also the primary 

cause of cervical cancer, genital warts, and 

cancers of the vulva, vagina, penis, anus 

and throat. 

Presently, girls of ten years and below can 

be vaccinated against the viral infection, 

with the effectiveness ranging from six 

years to 11, depending on the type of vac-

cine. The HPV vaccine, which is adminis-

tered in two doses six months apart, has the 

potential to cut the burden of cervical can-

cer by 70 per cent, according to the Ministry 

of Health.  

Cervical cancer symptoms and signs in-

clude blood spots or light bleeding between 

or following periods, menstrual bleeding 

that is longer and heavier than usual, in-

creased vaginal discharge, bleeding after 

menopause, among others. Persons who ex-

perience such symptoms are encouraged to 

go consider prompt screenings.  

Early Screening Key to Treatment of Cervical, Breast Cancers 

Jane Matimu (Right), Nurse in Charge of LHS Nanyuki Empower Clinic, with colleague Susan Wanjohi attend to a 

client at the clinic 

The LHS Nanyuki Empower Clinic 
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By Nahashon Maina 

Gross County Product (GCP) for Laikipia grew 

by 2.7% from Kshs97.8 billion in 2019 to Kshs100 

billion in 2020 despite the prevailing Covid-19 

pandemic. The economy has shown resilience to 

the tough economic times brought by a decrease 

in economic activities around the county.  

This is an indication that the interventions by 

the county government have borne fruits as 

some sectors experienced positive results.  

Laikipia County Statistical Abstract, 2021 high-

lights sectors such as real estate activities have 

been in an upward trajectory, jumping from 

Kshs4.9 billion in 2017 to Kshs7.02 billion in 

2020.  

In recent years, Laikipia and particularly 

Nanyuki has experienced an increase in real es-

tate investment as more investors move in to 

establish residential building, commercial build-

ings and holiday homes. The steady economic 

growth coupled with an increasing population 

position Laikipia as an emerging investment 

destination. 

The expectation is that with the revival of rail-

ways and implementation of smart towns initia-

tive by the county government, investors will 

take advantage of a conducive environment to 

sink their money into the Laikipia economy.  

Other factors contributing to increased invest-

ment are the presence of the military base both 

for KDF and BATUK and efficient air travel. The 

Nanyuki civil airstrip is currently undergoing 

major rehabilitation to accommodate bigger air-

crafts. 

Another sector that has experienced growth is 

the warehouses, retail trade, and repair of vehi-

cles grew from Kshs7.1billion in 2017 to 

Kshs8.7 billion in 2020. Laikipia has experi-

enced a growth in the number of registered 

businesses in Small and Medium Enterprises 

to 35,069 SMEs in 2020. Of these 523 MSMEs 

being incubated under the Laikipia Innovation 

and Enterprise Development Programme 

(LIEDP) creating 2,658 employment opportuni-

ties in the county. 

The county government has been implement-

ing measures that create a good environment 

for investment and swift intervention where 

necessary. The establishment of Laikipia Coun-

ty Development Authority (LCDA) has been 

facilitating investment opportunities to inves-

tors keen on penetrating the sector. 

  

Water 

The county government has been keen to in-

crease access to water to households in Laikip-

ia as it pursues its good of food security. Water 

for production has been a front that the county 

government has invested massively in recent 

years. New projects such as the Solio water 

project which has connected over 2,000 house-

holds to piped water.  

This year, the county is planning to connect 

another 20,000 people with piped water 

through Makurian Water project. The imple-

mentation of the project is at advanced stage in 

Laikipia North. 

Nturukuma water scheme connected 480 

households to piped water in 2020. In Laikipia, 

the number of households with access to water 

stood at 148,981 in 2020 from 145,776 in 2019. 

The county has put around 1,231 acres under 

irrigation in Githiga, Olmoran, Marmanet, 

Umande, and Tigithi. 226 water pans have 

been constructed in the county in 2020 as the 

county seeks to avail water to Laikipians for 

irrigation. 

Water is a big component in agricultural pro-

duction as it helps in carrying out agricultural 

activities which help in ensuring that the 

county is food secure. Data from Laikipia La-

bour Report 2021 indicated that most Laikipia 

is in the agricultural sector. Therefore, there is 

a need to ensure that adequate water is sup-

plied and changing weather pattern does not 

hugely impact their activities. 

  

 

Laikipia’s Economy Registered Growth During Pandemic  

Hundreds of workers working at a farm of Wangwaci Horticulture Cooperative Society in Ol Moran ward. Agriculture remains the biggest contributor to the Laikipia GCP.  
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By Kariuki Wangechi and  

Michael Mudenyo  

On Thursday 9th September 2021, County De-

partment of Infrastructure, Lands, Housing, En-

ergy and Physical Planning presented the draft 

Spatial Plan for Rumuruti Municipality to stake-

holders.  

This is the Master Plan that will guide develop-

ment of this budding town that doubles up as 

Laikipia County Headquarters for the next 10 

years. 

The Spatial plan as presented by the County 

Planners, Michael Mudenyo and Richard Mu-

choki provides a realistic and integrated frame-

work that dictates the organization of various 

land uses in the municipality ranging from in-

dustrial, commercial, residential, recreational, 

transportation, public purpose and educational 

uses.   

It dictates how every industry will position itself 

in the town and their location, where schools 

will be located, how police stations will be, 

how water and sewer systems will be installed 

among other development proposals. 

The Planners further noted that the GIS based 

plan was prepared following a series of in-

tense public participation sessions and is in-

tended to align to the overall vision statement 

for the municipality “a prosperous, culturally 

diverse and peaceful destination to live, 

work and invest” 

Deputy Governor John Mwaniki, chairing the 

meeting noted that the reason why many 

towns are in total development chaos is be-

cause of poor or total lack of planning by pre-

sent leaders and town managers. 

“When everyone who owns a land in town 

thinks they can build anything anywhere, that 

is how you get urban slums in the name of a 

town. You find a market next to dumpsite, 

prison next to a school and wonder, whose 

thought was this?” the DG charged. 

The stakeholders present who included 

CECMs and Chief Officers from various depart-

ments and their representatives, the National 

Land Commission, Export Processing Zones 

Authority, local traders and investors scruti-

nised the draft proposal and gave their opin-

ions and recommendations to improve the plan 

further before final submission of the plan to 

the County Assembly for Final Approval. 

The Chief Officer Lands and Physical Planning 

Ms. Dorcas Korir cautioned members against 

fraudsters within Rumuruti Municipality tak-

ing advantage of innocent mwananchi to swin-

dle money from them with the pretense of se-

curing plots for allocation on behalf of the De-

partment.   

This was further echoed by the CECM in 

charge of Infrastructure, Land, Housing, Ener-

gy and Urban Development, Joseph Shuel, Ru-

muruti Township MCA Hon. Joseph Suge and 

the NLC Coordinator Ms. Grace Wairagu who 

clarified that allocation can only be done after 

approval of the plan and survey is undertaken.  

Stakeholders were further assured that land al-

location in the town will be done diligently by 

the County, in close collaboration with NLC 

and that security agents will be engaged to curb 

the rampant land fraudsters taking advantage 

of the innocent mwananchi. 

The next stage for the planning process will be 

presentation of the draft plan to Mwananchi in 

Rumuruti for their final input. Recommenda-

tions from stakeholders and Mwananchi will be 

consolidated and the final draft presented to 

County Executive for adoption, then, tabled at 

County Assembly for approval. 

The DG noted that the Spatial Plan once ap-

proved by the Executive and the County As-

sembly, Rumuruti Municipality will have a le-

gal blueprint imagination of the future City, 

with proper infrastructure, industrial zones, 

and all sector’s location properly articulated - 

hence easy management of the municipality 

and development control. 

Rumuruti Spatial Plan Guiding Development and Promoting Investment 

An Inspiring Fruit Tree Project in Shamanei 
There is nothing more powerful than a 

group of determined and focused 

women. 

Very proud of my group members 

from Shamanei in Laikipia West who 

conceptualized this wonderful project 

to plant tree tomato seedlings.  

The focus of the group is in value addition with a 

target of a minimum 100 000 (one hundred thou-

sand fruit trees). The idea for this group and oth-

ers with similar or related projects is grow local 

enterprise and improve the agricultural value 

chain. 

We wish to thank the Laikipia County Depart-

ment of Agriculture for the support through ex-

tension services accorded to the women group.  

Indeed, a journey of a thousand miles begins with 

a step”— County First Lady, Maria Mbeneka  
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A New Dawn for Laikipia’s Health Care  

By Wanjiku Wanjiru 

Timely access to a high standard of healthcare 

at a reasonable cost is considered one of the 

most important indicators of development and 

civilization in our society.  

Several issues have often come to the fore dur-

ing government-citizens engagement across the 

county. Top among them is difficulty in access-

ing top quality medical services, unavailability 

of drugs and long distance travelled for special-

ized treatment for communicable and non-

communicable diseases. 

The government has been working out ways of 

addressing these concerns to bring Laikipia’s 

healthcare system to satisfactory levels. It envis-

ages to deliver uniformity, accountability, equi-

ty, and high performance-based culture from 

staff of high integrity across all health facilities 

in Laikipia County. 

To reflect this change what was known as the 

county department of public health and medi-

cal services has rebranded to Laikipia Health 

Service (LHS). 

Under the Laikipia Health Service, all the public 

health facilities operating in Laikipia County 

will now operate as one. What this means a pa-

tient at LHS Naiperere or LHS Ol Moran is a 

patient for the LHS. 

So issues such as access to specialized consulta-

tion, treatments and testing will no longer re-

quire patients to travel long distances to where 

they are available. Instead, with consultations, 

specialists will periodically make visits to the 

various health facilities across the county, to be 

accessible to their clients at their nearest facility. 

This move will accelerate the delivery of health 

care to residents of Laikipia through the seam-

less integration of services across the 84 health 

facilities in the county. 

Under this new arrangement, all the health fa-

cilities will now be known as the Laikipia 

health Service facility operating in whatever lo-

cation they are found for example LHS- Ol Mo-

ran or LHS-Nanyuki.  

The new system is hinged on continuous com-

munication between medical officers on the 

ground in all facilities and specialists to ensure 

that their advice is available to the medical 

officer handling patients whenever they need it. 

No longer will patients need to travel to the 

larger health facility to access specialist labora-

tory tests. Rather, they will need only to go to 

the nearest LHS facility, for sample collection, 

after which the samples will be transported to 

wherever the test is available in Laikipia Coun-

ty, and the result sent back to the patient wher-

ever it is most convenient for them to access.  

Additionally, supply of critical drugs for non-

communicable diseases (NCD’s)will no longer 

require patients to travel to higher-level health 

facilities, as through the sharing of information 

across all health facilities across all the Laikipia 

Health Service will enable the necessary medi-

cation to be received at whatever facility is 

nearest to the needy patient. 

A uniform singular health service, as envi-

sioned through the LHS will also ensure that all 

staff will be working to the same high standard 

of care, across the entire county regardless of 

location. Patients will also be able to use the 

NHIF medical cover anywhere across the Laik-

ipia health Service, as opposed to specific facili-

ties within the county 

The emphasis on unity has gone to the point 

that all of the LHS’s facilities are being renovat-

ed to present a singular look, and medical staff 

across the county will be dressed in the same 

design of scrubs, as they attend to patients. Ex-

ceptional staff will also be rewarded for their 

efforts to serve the people of Laikipia through 

incentives. 

The county healthcare system is undergoing rebranding to reflect a uniform and singular service 


