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County Engages NYS To Improve   

Laikipia North Roads 

 
 
 
HE Governor  
Ndiritu Muriithi, 
Deputy Governor HE 
John Mwaniki and 
Nation Youth Service 
team led by Director 
General Matilda 
Sakwa when they 
signed an partner-
ship agreement last 
year.  

T 
he National Youth Service is opening 

up new transport corridors in the 

vast Laikipia North as the Govern-

ment seeks to improve communication and 

commerce in the region. 

The NYS construction machinery are cur-

rently on the ground working on the Timau-

Mia Moja Arjijo Road, a key link that con-

nect Laikipia East to the northern side of the 

county.  

The government targets to upgrade 42 kilo-

metres of roads to all weather standards un-

der this programme. They include a 19 kilo-

metre stretch from Chumvi Bridge to Arjijo 

Junction, linking the area to an existing main 

transport route done by the national govern-

ment. Another 23 kilometres will link Dol-

dol to Seki in Isiolo County, with the rest 

linking parts of Laikipia North to the West.  

“The Laikipia North terrain is hard and 

challenging and we had to seek the services 

of a contractor with advanced machinery.  

That is how we arrived at the decision to en-

gage the National Youth Service since it has 

the capacity” said Joseph Shuel, County Ex-

ecutive in charge of Roads and Infrastruc-

ture. Already, 10 of the 29 kilometre Timau-

Mia Moja-Arjijo Road has been constructed, 

and is expected to open up the region to 

commercial activities and health and educa-

tion service delivery.  

Mr. Shuel says the NYS will deliver quality 

road works with a big price advantage over 

ordinary contracting, with the average 

difference in cost per kilometer being over 

KshS. 600,000.  The roads executive says the 

government stands to save Kshs. 24 million 

for 40 kilometres that is done by NYS, mean-

ing more roads can be done even with lim-

ited resources.  

“It is an innovative approach of speeding up 

the process of roads construction. If we stick 

to the routine way of doing things, we might 

spend an entire budget with very little to 

show,” Mr. Shuel says, referring to the multi-

faceted approach the government has em-

ployed in doing road projects, where equip-

ment leasing programme has made quick 

progress since it started operations in  

November last year.  

The county government also settled on the 

NYS to promote employment and skills trans-

fer to the locals, as the youth agency operates 

on a policy of 20 per cent of their contract go-

ing into hiring of the local workforce.  

By engaging the youth organization, the coun-

ty government is also avoiding the hurdles of 

slow processing of contracts associated with 

private contracting.  

“We have the added advantage of the swift 

government-to-government transaction that 

will speed up the process of project delivery. 

Laikipia is banking on the speedy roads up-

grade programme to open up the vast Laikip-

ia North to commercial livestock production. 

The government is further engaging the youth 

service organization on water infrastructure 

projects that are expected to scale up the 

adoption of the livestock feedlots scheme.  

The improved interconnectivity is set boost 

security and link Laikipia to the four counties 

of Isiolo, Samburu and Baringo that form the 

Amaya Triangle Initiative.   

The road passes through Borana, Ole Naishu 

through Chumvi Bridge to Arjijo Junction    to 

upgrade key roads to link Laikipia North to 

the rest of the county, and to the neighboring 

counties of Samburu and Isiolo. 

The vast Laikipia North sub-county: NYS is opening up key roads 
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Hotels, Restaurants and Eateries in Laikipia Permitted to reopen as of July 9 

S/NO NAME OF EATERY 
1. Greenland Bar and Restaurant 
2. Nanyuki Sports Club 
3. Jibs Bistro Café 
4. Moran Lounge 
5. Maxoil Hotel Ltd 
6. Impala Bar and Restaurant 
7.  Sweetwaters Serena Hotel 
8. Sportsman Arms Hotel 
9. Jacanaz Resort 
10. Gradeen Villa 
11. Webs Bar and Restaurant 
12. Lyntex Restaurant 
13. Uncles Natural Dietary Café 
14. Batian View Bar and Restaurant 
15. Makuti Bar and Restaurant 
16. Batian Guest Hotel 
17. Lavis Park 
18. Storms Resort 
19. Venus Bar and Restaurant 
20. Consumer Café 
21. Ibis Hotel 
22. Emess Hotel 
23. Dreams Bar and Restaurant 
24. Springfield Inn and Café 
25. Lions Court 
26. Kariti Quality Café 
27.   Nyakio Bar and Restaurant 

28. AI – Nusra Restaurant 
29. Sunset Grill (Bar & Restaurant) 
30. Pivot Bar & Restaurant 
31. Kirimara Springs Hotel 
32. Pyramid Bar and Restaurant 
33. Bulls Bar and Restaurant 
34. Hopeline Bar and Restaurant 
35.   Visions Bar and Restaurant 
36.   Lions Den Lounge 
37 Olympia Hotel 
38. Emms Cafe 
39. Rawamu Restaurant 
40. Willy’s Choma Zone. 
41. Café Genesis 
42. Bayland Hotel 
43. Munich Resort 
44. Lesspayes Restaurant 
45. Prima Cafe 
46. Quality Hotel 
47. Savannah Restaurant 
48. Midos Cafe 
49. Shema Cafe 
50. Excel Cafe 
51. Route Restaurant 
52. Waterfalls Restaurant 
53. Delta falls Restaurant 
54. Latitude Zero Restaurant 
55. Winners Restaurant 

56. Bettan Restaurant 
57. Hippopoint Hotel 
58. Lions Den Lounge 
59. Hopeline Bar And Restaurant 
60. Bulls Bar And Restaurant 
61. Sheraton Cafe 
62. Eastward Hotel 
63. Fiesta Restaurant 
64. Hemisphere Lounge 
65. Jubille Gardens Hotel 
66. Hotel 62 
67. Kogi Nanyuki Furaha Bar and 
Restaurant 
68. Shades Coffee Lounge 
69. Nestwood Hotel 
70. Diplomat Restaurant 
71. Zakina Place Restaurant 
72.       Le-Rustique Restaurant 
73.       Joskaki Hotel 
74.       Jabasha Bar and Restaurant 
75.       Aguthi Bar and Restaurant 
76.      Buens Luger Hotel 

Rumuruti Municipality Board Member Loses her Position over Integrity Issues 

M 
s Peris Kanyua has been removed 

as a member of the Rumuruti 

Municipality Board after com-

plaints were raised touching on 

her integrity. 

A deal that she entered into with two PCEA el-

ders four years ago when she worked for the 

county government as a physical planner has 

come back to haunt her in her new position as 

Municipality Board Member. 

In the deal Ms Kanyua, received Kshs 220,000 

from the elders to help in the approval of church 

plans. By 2020 the elders had not received the 

building plans and they raised the matter with 

county government. 

Ms Kanyua had left the Infrastructure depart-

ment but had later found her way into the Mu-

nicipal board. 

Sources privy to police investigations said in 

March 2016, the board member received 

Sh220,000 from two representatives of the PCEA 

Kahuru Church who were seeking the approval 

of a church plan which they wanted to build on 

Nanyuki Marura Block 10/267. 

“They met the board member who was then a 

physical planner in the county who offered to 

help them fasten the process…..they paid her 

Sh220,000 in one installment,” said a police re-

port. 

The money was to go towards the preparation a 

planning brief, advertisement, circulation EAI 

report and Nema certificate.  

Preliminary investigations by police indicated 

that while the board member received the money 

for approval of the church building plans, she 

could not produce any receipt to show that 

she paid the same to the county government. 

CEC in charge of administration Ms Rose 

Maitai confirmed that the board member was 

sacked over integrity issues after the two 

church elders launched a formal complaint to 

the county government sometime this year.  

Governor Ndiritu Muriithi has been driving 

reforms in the county public service for the 

last three years which are geared at making it 

a world class. His administration has been 

keen on growing own source revenue by 

sealing leaks within the government. 

 

Rumuruti Municipality Board members with CECM  Rose Maitai .  All county employees are required 
to uphold very high ethical standards under the ongoing county public service reforms 
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T wo years after refusing to approve Mr 

Karanja Njora as the county secretary, 

Laikipia MCAs changed their minds and en-

dorsed the veteran administrator with heaps of 

praises on his performance.  

The ward representatives were in agreement 

that Mr. Njora demonstrated his capabilities 

during his acting capacity, a development that 

saw members relax their previous stance 

against him.  

Here are some comments and quotes from the 

MCAs during Mr Njora’s inauguration on July 

7, 2020: 

“We rejected him that time, but God ’s time is 

the best time.” -Nanyuki ward representative 

Veronica Muthoni Ikunyua.  

Nominated MCA Irene Wacuka John said: “I 

was among those opposed to his confirmation 

but this gentleman is my brother, that ’s why I 

had to escort to take the oath of office. “ 

Marmaent Member Kanyutu Kimani said: “I’m 

satisfied with the way he played the acting role 

and proved that he is capable. We will work 

together to ensure everything moves smooth-

ly.” 

“I am happy and grateful that my colleagues 

have had their eyes open and have finally seen 

what I had seen when they initially rejected 

him. We now have the right person formally in 

office.” -Igwamiti MCA Joseph Kiguru. 

“We took the decision (of approving the ap-

pointment) because we saw wisdom in this 

man. I was among those who opposed his ap-

pointment but after two years we can see that 

MCAs Shower Praises on County Secretary Karanja Njora As He Takes Oath of Office 

he has brought discipline in this gov-

ernment,” Olmoran ward representa-

tive George Karuiru said.  

“Some of us stood up with him and 

had supported his confirmation be-

cause we believed he could. You can 

see he has done better even without 

confirmation,” deputy speaker Daniel 

Nyausi said. 

Assembly Clerk Jasper Mutwiri said he 

had worked with several county secre-

taries since the advent of devolution 

and Mr Njora was among the best 

County Secretaries he has worked 

with.  

“This is the best decision the county 

assembly has made,” he said.  

County Assembly Speaker Patrick 

Waigwa said: 

“Mr. Njora’s CV confirms his experi-

ence as a senior servant in the nation-

al government. He has proven his ca-

pability to us. As an independent 

arm of the government, we do not 

have to explain why we made certain 

decisions. Let’s appreciate the inde-

pendence of the two arms of the gov-

ernment but work in harmony.”  

Laikipia County Commissioner  

Daniel Nyameti said Mr. Njora ’s long 

standing experience serving the  

national government will help him 

contribute greatly to the county pub-

lic service. Mr. Nyameti expressed 

his confidence that Mr. Njora will use 

his experience to deepen the ties be-

tween the two levels of government, 

which have consistently demonstrat-

ed harmonious working relationship 

to the benefit of the people.  

 
 
County Secre-
tary Karanja 
Njora takes 
oath of office 
Tuesday last 
week  

Absa Injects Ksh. 1.2 million Support into Covid-19 Emergency Fund   

L 
aikipia County Covid-19 Emergency 

Fund has received yet another boost 

after Absa bank contributed Ksh 1.2 

million to support the food distribution cam-

paign to the vulnerable households exposed 

by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

The bank joins a growing list of well-

wishers who have helped strengthen 

the ongoing food distribution cam-

paign, which targets at helping 40,000 

most needy families with food pack-

ages to last them for at least month in 

two phases. 

The contribution by Absa will serve to 

reinvigorate the food subsidy efforts, 

which is slightly at midway having 

reached 23,000 households.  

Speaking during the presentation of 

the Ksh 1.2million cheque at the Gov-

ernor’s office today, the Absa Mt. 

Kenya Regional Manager Arnold 

Ndungi reiterated the organization’s 

full support to such government’s no-

ble programmes. 

“As and enterprise we will offer our 

unwavering support to the business people and the 

government as we have a track record of doing so’” 

said Mr. Ndungi, while urging people to observe the 

Ministry of Health guidelines on keeping safe. 

On his part, Governor Ndiritu Muriithi thanked all 

those who have supported the programme to ensure 

no Laikipian goes hungry.“I take this opportunity to 

thank Absa bank for their kind donations and all oth-

er well-wishers who have made it possible to feed the 

23,000 needy people in our county,” 

Absa enterprise has come in to strengthen ties 

with the government as it is the one facilitat-

ing road construction through leasing pro-

gram in the county. 

By the enterprise making the program a reali-

ty, Laikipia is saving up to Ksh. 1.2 million on 

every kilometer compared to normal contract-

ing. 
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How Civil Works Pilot Programme Is Changing Nyahururu’s Face 

P iloting of the county Government’s 

civil works programme  has been go-

ing on in Nyahururu town for the last three weeks.  

The programme has already proved a success by 

stimulating the local economy by injecting money 

into the pockets of hundreds of the youth by having 

them do the work that would ordinarily been han-

dled by a single contractor. 

But the programme is also changing the face of Nya-

hururu town by opening up roads in areas where 

they only existed on maps as well as improving 

drainage systems. 

These photos show the before and after condition of 

the roads. 

The county government set aside Kshs 40 million to 

roll out the programme to the rest of the county. 

Around 2,000 youths will benefit from this pro-

gramme once it is rolled out.   
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Why Maize Farmers Must Use New Grain Stores to Ensure 

Profitability  

The grain store at Mutanga 

T he ongoing construction of three grain stores in Laik-

ipia West is expected to revolutionize food storage, 

returning the declining profitability in the business of 

maize farming.  

With a possible bumper harvest this season, farmers in 

Laikipia West can now rest assured of efficient storage fa-

cilities that will help them avoid post harvest losses.  

The Laikipia Maize Storage Project is an initiative by the 

County Government of Laikipia in Partnership with The 

European Union EU. The project will see farmers in 

Kinamba, Sipili and Mutanga benefit from efficient grain 

stores closer home.  

The three storage units will together have capacity to hold 

over 45,000 bags of grains.  

Of the three cereal stores, Mutanga grain store is fast ap-

proaching completion, affording maize farmers in the area 

a storage facility with a capacity of over 

15,000 bags.  

The grain stores are expected to help 

maize farmers cut down post harvest 

losses associated with poor storage, 

which accounts for up to 30 per cent of 

the losses in agriculture sub sector.  

With improved storage facilities, resi-

dents can expect improved food secu-

rity and profits, as many farmers resort 

to offloading their produce at harvest 

due to low prices. This trend of poor 

returns has discouraged many farmers 

from venturing into maize farming.  

With improved value addition as a re-

sult of better storage. 

 

39 More Health Facilities To Offer NHIF Services 

I 
n a move to deliver quality, affordable and accessible health care 

in the county, the department of health is pushing to have 39 

more public health facilities accredited by NHIF .  

This is in addition to the already 45 previously accredited. 

The move has been actualized as a result of partnership between Laikip-

ia county government and NHIF towards attaining universal health care. 

“We are aiming at certifying that all health facilities within our county 

are accredited to offer NHIF services, be it a dispensary, a health centre 

or sub-county hospital. This is a step towards achieving universal health 

coverage,” said Governor Ndiritu Muriithi in a recent media briefing. 

The total 84 health facilities will minimize long travels in search of a 

health facility providing NHIF services. The partnership has further 

brought services close to the people as one can update their date 

with NHIF and especially hospitals of choice at the comfort of their 

houses by dialing *155#. All are encouraged to update their facili-

ties of choice and avoid complications in time of need. 

Laikipia government has fully paid NHIF premiums to the needi-

est in the county, totaling to 4,523 households. These families were 

identified out of the social economic status data that was collected 

by the Community Health Volunteers (CHVs). This will cover an 

additional 22,615 Laikipians through NHIF at a cost of Ksh. 27 mil-

lion. The government is requesting the public to ensure timely 

payment of the premiums whose deadline is usually on 9th of every 

month. 
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County Trains 200 Officers To Help Small Businesses Grow 

I 
n a bid to revamp the economy of Laikpia County, the government 

has trained more than 200 of its officers to help small businesses re-

cover from harsh covid-19 environment. 

The staffs, drawn from various county departments, are undergoing 

training to equip them with the requisite knowhow in uplifting business 

across the county. 

Laikipia governor Ndiritu Muriithi says the county is arming her entrepre-

neurs not only with monetary aid but also necessary skills which will for-

ever remain useful in their operations.  

“Businesses require money but that is not enough to make them thrive. 

Most importantly is that they require access to market, which my govern-

ment is facilitating,” said the county head, adding that his government is 

exploring market in the Central Kenya Economic Bloc. 

Entrepreneurs will be facilitated in making business plans, through 

Kebs, business design and marketing, among other crucial guide-

lines to help them stand a better chance in the competitive commer-

cial world. 

 Civil works program is being piloted in Nyahururu town area to 

warrant demand is stimulated for local products in the county. Its 

success will see it rolled out extensively across the county. 

“We want people to have money in their pockets after work so as 

to increases their purchasing power, said Governor Muriithi. 

  

 

County  

Government offic-

ers during a Busi-

ness development 

training which 

was held last year 

at Beisa  

Hotel, Nanyuki  

Covid-19 County Updates  

Laikipia County continues to improve its capacity 

to fight the Covid-19 pandemic. 

At Nanyuki Teaching and Referral Hospital, the 

new six-bed ICU is now fully operational, with the 

capacity expected to be boosted with the a planned 

installation of four more beds. 

The ongoing installation of four ICU beds at Nya-

hururu County Referral Hospital is set to strength-

en Covid-19 interventions on the western side of 

the county.The continuing expansion if the isola-

tion and quarantine units is set to boost the coun-

ty’s preparedness even higher, with the department 

of health targeting 424 bed capacity. This will give 

Laikipia County 124 additional beds on top of the 

300 bed capacity requirement from the ministry of 

health. Currently, the total bed capacity of the 

county isolation units stands at 141, with a further 

100 beds set to be received next week. The beds are 

manufactured in the three Laikipia VTCs of 

Nanyuki, Nyahururu and Marmanet. 

The isolation beds distribution will be as follows - 

112 beds at Nanyuki Teaching and Referral Mo 

ther and Child Hospital, 112 Beds at Nyahururu 

County Referral Hospital Mother and Child Hos-

pital, and 200 Beds at Nanyuki Annexe Facility 

(ASK Show Ground). 

The beds will be distributed across the male, fe-

male and the pediatrics wards. 

The department has accelerated contact tracing to 

track down possible cases for timely manage-

ment. 

At least 76 eateries have been licensed to reopen 

for the public, having met the stringent require-

ments of the health guidelines. 

  

As of Thursday, Laikipia County 

had six active Covid-19 cases in its 

isolation. The state of affair shows 

that the county is accelerating into 

community transmission if the 

health regulations are not adhered 

to. 

The success of the interventions is 

largely dependent on individual and 

community responsibility and vigi-

lance to avoid possible mass infec-

tions that might overwhelm the 

health infrastructure. 

The golden rules for safety against 

Covid-19 spread are hand washing, 

safe social distancing and minimized 

travel. 

 

Behavior Change Key to 

Reducing Community 

Transmissions 
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Guests attending the inaugu-

ration of County Secretary 

Karanja Njora at 10 Mt Ken-

ya Road on July 7, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

HE .Governor Ndiritu 

Muriithi receives CAS An-

drew Tuimur who visited 

him at his office at 10 Mt 

Kenya Road, Nanyuki 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass production of Laikipia 

Car, BJ50 is gaining momentum 

at the new assembly line at  

Nyahururu’s industrial area. 


