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By Muriithi John 

Laikipia County is tapping on the unique nat-

ural and man-made features that can bring 

proper images in films. The county govern-

ment is calling on all the stakeholders in the 

filming industry to take advantage of these 

features and film in the county. 

According to the Director Tourism and Film-

ing Services, Laiyanta Kimiri, the county gov-

ernment will not charge anyone filming in the 

county, something that otherwise would cost 

the film makers millions of shillings. 

“The County Government of Laikipia has 

agreed to promote filming talent by ensuring 

those who do so within the county boarders 

are not charged a coin, unless those doing it in 

private properties, of which we can still nego-

tiate,” said Director Kimiri. 

The aim of taking these deliberate efforts is to 

sell the good name of Laikipia while still sell-

ing it to the larger world as a good place for 

film making. Also, this will create many job 

opportunities for the locals as the government 

works towards realizing the Creation of 30,000 

Jobs manifesto pillar. It will also help in docu-

menting Laikipia County, the people, culture 

and diversity, economic activities and admin-

istration. By so doing, investors will be attract-

ed to the many opportunities that the county has 

to offer and showcase Laikipia as an ideal desti-

nation for film production. 

”We want Laikipia to become the Texas of Ken-

ya as we compete with other counties,” com-

mented Kimiri, who is also the liaison person for 

KFC in Laikipia. 

Many world-famous films such as Born Free, 

Living Free, Forever Free, Walking with Lions 

and Lion King, have been shot in Kenya and 

some in Laikipia.  

The department intends to capacity build all the 

stakeholders  through holding quarterly capaci-

ty building sessions for film professionals, from 

primary and secondary schools, drama clubs in 

schools in collaboration with the KFC. There will 

also be Master classes for filmmaking classes 

offered by professionals from Kenya and across 

the world. Workshops will also be held on pro-

duction, scriptwriting, directing, content distri-

bution, film policy to train upcoming filmmak-

ers on the essential skills to have in this sector. 

The four areas of funding are Development, pro-

duction, marketing and distribution, and emerg-

ing filmmakers funding. 

The government also plans to be hosting annual 

Film festival/Cultural Expo and hold monthly 

Film Nights for Kenyan films that will see local 

films screened in various locations within the 

county. 

An art and cultural Centre is coming up in the 

county where Art exhibitions and various cul-

tural events can be held. 

Research has shown that in Kenya, the film 

industry is estimated to be having a potential 

to generate KSh.200 billion annually. Of 

course, Laikipia takes a huge percentage from 

the KSh.200 billion, which shows the need to 

promote such an exercise within the county. 

The County Government of Laikipia is part-

nering with the Kenya Film Commission to 

make this dream a reality through an MoU.  

Filmmaking involves a number of discrete 

stages including an initial story, idea, or com-

mission, through screenwriting, casting, shoot-

ing, sound recording and reproduction, edit-

ing, and screening the finished product before 

an audience that may result in a film release 

and exhibition. 

Laikipia notable filmmaking features  

The Black Panther 

Laikipia County has been recognized as one of 

the jewels in Kenya’s Safari crown for its 

wealth of endangered species. The County has 

been recognized again as the home of Black 

Panther (five confirmed) which is a rare black 

leopard, pictured by cameras after 100 years.  

Physical Landscape 

The beautiful landscape of Laikipia which is 

located on the equator and bordered by the 

Great rift valley to west offers a good view of 

Aberdare ranges to the East and Mt. Kenya to 

South East with Ewaso Nyiro river and tribu-

taries flowing from South to North through 

the landscape giving beautiful sceneries like 

Thompson Falls, Manguo hippo point offers 

the best destinations for filming.  

With an exhilarating wilderness, scenic land-

scape, laikipia plateau, iconic backdrop of Mt. 

Kenya, abundant wildlife, the equator, the his-

toric Nanyuki town and cultural diversity, we 

can be an ideal film making destination. 

The climates and vegetation in Laikipia gives 

an integration of livestock and both endan-

gered and indigenous wildlife  

The rolling hills and slopes of Loldaiga to the 

North gives beautiful mountains and big rocks 

that provides an epic view of the Laikipia plat-

eau e.g. The Lion King movie was short in 

Laikipia North. It also gives the best locations 

for lodges which gives awesome views of the 

plateau. 

Promoting Laikipia as the Preferred Film-

ing Destination 

Laikipia plateau 
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hospital. LHS-outlets that operated for only 

seven days in a week are now running through 

the week, while those that only worked during 

the day have been operationalised to offer ser-

vices twenty-four hours a day. 

In 2021, LHS was position three countrywide 

in the number of people vaccinated against 

COVID-19. This was achieved due to deliber-

ate and intensive public awareness campaign 

on need for vaccination and availing the vac-

cines in all the 84 outlets.  

The number of households enrolled into NHIF 

by end of 2021 was 92,300 while those on sub-

sidised programme are 14,216. This is a great 

win as it will ensure that our people are able to 

access health services when they need without 

worrying about payment. 

By Wanjiku Wanjiru 

Last year marked a great shift in our health 

sector as it moved from a department where 

each facility operated as an individual unit, 

to the new Laikipia Health Service (LHS). It 

was birthed after a rigorous exercise of com-

ing up with business plans for all our outlets 

highlighting their capacity and investment 

opportunities. Eventually the business plans 

were integrated into one county business 

plan. 

In the same year, LHS got an approval for 

leasing medical equipment to improve on 

service delivery.  

Under Laikipia Health Service all health out-

lets in Laikipia were collapsed into one. This 

move was informed by the desire to have 

uniformity in service provision across all the 

84 outlets. The uniformity entails having a 

common branding for all our outlets, similar 

uniform for our staff at various cadres, inter-

dependency in service provision among out-

lets. To actualise this, we introduced clus-

ters, whereby a group of facilities are placed 

together as a unit.  This translates to ease in 

accessing health services for our people.   

The use of technology shall make it easy for 

patients to access specialised health services 

without visiting the referral hospital in per-

son. Sample referral from our outlets that do 

not have a laboratory unit has picked with 

speed and many patients are benefiting. 

Medical outreaches have also been highly 

appreciated by the beneficiaries who say 

they would miss their scheduled clinics due 

to lack of money for transport to the referral 

The department also went further to seek ac-

creditation for all our 84 Laikipia Health Service 

outlets with NHIF and Kenya Alliance insur-

ance for those with private insurance. This 

aimed ensuring people can access health ser-

vices from their nearest LHS outlet.  

Laikipia Health Service was also able to opera-

tionalise the mother and child unit at LHS-

Nanyuki in 2021. Currently, mothers are being 

served at the new unit which has a capacity 60 

beds. There are other 30 beds in the amenity 

wing which is way higher than the previous one 

(which had a capacity of 25 beds).  The LHS 

Nyahururu unit is coming up and is to be opera-

tionalised this year.  

The year 2021 saw structural improvements un-

dertaken in other facilities across the county in-

cluding LHS-Ndindika which had renovations 

work and service workflow redefined. LHS-

Olmoran got an extension of the outpatient de-

partment to accommodate the records and fi-

nance offices, pharmacy and pharmaceutical 

staff, and established a male ward in the inpa-

tient department. LHS-Mutara also had a facelift 

and became the first outlet to attain the new 

LHS outlook. Currently, over 40 LHS outlets are 

undergoing renovations aiming at improving 

service delivery across the county. 

A total 230 workers were promoted in 2021 for 

their exemplary work. 

Laikipia Health Service also conducted a suc-

cessful eye surgery camp where 99 people bene-

fited with free cataract eye surgery. This was in 

collaboration with the Lions eye unit and team 

Pankaj team.  

The Hongera Mama Kit also made tremendous 

progress across the county in the same year. We 

recorded an increase of 26.87% in new ANC cli-

ents while those who completed the comple-

mentary 4 ANC increased by 6.51%. Skilled 

births also increased by 15.53%. meaning that 

the number of mothers who visited our outlets 

for delivery shot. 

From Department of Health to LHS, Laikipia Medical Service 

Receives Major Transformation 

The Common outlook of all the 84 health facilities in Laikipia County 

Renovations done in LHS Ndindika in 2021 
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New Look on Miraa as Laikipian’s Innovators Make Quality 

Juice from the Plant 
By Jackline Mariga 

An innovator in Laikipia County has discov-

ered that miraa can produce an energy drink. 

According to Eric Githinji one of the directors 

in Mbaachu Productions, khat juice is a natu-

ral juice and healthy. Despite the after covid 

effects this did not hinder these innovators 

from coming up with such a great idea.  

 

The process   

The first important thing is purchasing the 

miraa which they have a specific brand that 

they prefer which is either GIZA or Allel. 

Miraa is a cash crop commonly found in the 

neighbouring Meru County that provides the 

source of raw material.   

The second phase is squeezing the juice using 

a juicer. According to Mr Githinji 1 kg of 

miraa produces about 10 litres of the energy 

drink. Currently, 1kg of miraa costs ksh.500 

but the price varies on seasons. During the 

rainy season the cost of miraa goes down com-

pared to dry seasons, which provides the best 

time for acquiring this vital product. 

After squeezing they later add some water up 

to the right concentration and lime juice for 

sweetening the product. To ensure that their 

product is purely natural, the team uses citric 

acid as a preservative. Production is on a daily 

basis and sometimes on order. 

“The juice is sweet when its fresh that is why 

we avoid producing large quantities and re-

frigerating them,” said Githinji. “We also 

work on orders of other by products of miraa 

known as Muguka,” he added. 

The final phase is packaging and marketing. 

The Mbachu package their juice in a 500 ml 

plastic bottle which cost ksh.300. They have 

an outlet at the Cedar Mall in Nanyuki town 

where they sell their products from. 

They not only produce the khat juice but are 

expanding their ideas and now they are man-

ufacturing wine from pineapples. 

 

The Support 

The County Government of Laikipia has been 

of great help to small business enterprises. 

The county government offers business stim-

ulus at a low percentage of 7, after catering 

for the 5 per cent.  

Mbaachu Producers are enjoying the network 

they created after exhibiting their products 

during the Kenya Industrial week held in 

Laikipia last year.  

“We created a great network and a good 

number of customers from that time. It was 

then that we were able to meet the KEBs 

through the help of Governor Ndiritu 

Muriithi,” Githinji said. 

He added that after the exhibition on one day 

one they received an order of more than 300 

bottles of the Khat juice. 

According to Githinji people think manufac-

turing can only take place when you have big 

machinery. To the surprise of many, their 

manufacturing has a small size squeezer and 

the fermenters. He urges the people and espe-

cially the youth to start small with imple-

menting their ideas and definitely they will 

grow.  

Like any other business these innovators has 

encountered a number of difficulties the main 

one being the KEBs standards. They lament 

that to date KEBS do not have active stand-

ards on the khat quality that are to be used. 

The innovators are hopeful that our country 

will put into place such measures. 

How Mbachu packages their Khat juice for selling 
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By Janet Wambaki 

The County Government of Laikipia has de-

voted itself to bettering the livelihood of its 

residents with the help of the County’s Re-

volving Fund. The County is ensuring that 

their residents are productive through provi-

sion of loans to cooperatives who in turn 

offer interest friendly loans to customers. 

The funding institution started in 2014 and 

has dispensed a total of Ksh.139 million to 

over 134 cooperatives. Out of that, Ksh.131 

million has been disbursed duany ring the 

from late 2017 to cooperatives. As more mon-

ey is allocated by the county, the County Re-

volving Fund has been able to offer more 

loans to cooperatives.  

An additional 24.7 million has been ap-

proved by the Revolving Fund board and ten 

million is set to go to two cooperatives who deal 

in farm input and warehousing in Laikipia 

West. The yet to be disbursed funds are sup-

posed to benefit 10 cooperatives.  

The County Revolving Fund offers a 6 % loan 

interest which is payable in a period of one year 

or an allowance of a three-year extension. 

Fund Administrator Richard Murigu has said 

that they are targeting to offer a helping hand to 

over 4,000 farmers this year through the fund 

aid. He added that they give loans to coopera-

tives who meet certain conditions such as up-to-

datedness of the financial details, officials who 

are able to serve as guarantors, proper CRB con-

duct. 

Although Covid-19 Pandemic had affected a lot 

of businesses, He said that Laikipians are hope-

ful that everything will fall in place. He insisted 

on a convenient policy framework that 

will help the organization such as training 

of more people to assist in creating aware-

ness to communities.  

He asked that residents be more accom-

modating and embrace the aiding fund. 

They should be able to pay back their 

loans so as to enable help to more custom-

ers. The organization also needs more 

funding since more customers are emerg-

ing to request for financial assistance. 

The County Revolving Fund is working in 

conjunction with the Directorate of Co-

operatives, KCB Bank Kenya Limited and 

other financial institutions to help Laikipi-

ans, not only with money borrowing but 

also other financial support they might 

need such as spending and saving habits. 

Laikipia Revolving Fund Loans Set to Help Residents  

Fruits from Matangi Water Project now Evident 
By Mollin Wanjiru 

Over 150 households are set to benefit directly 

from Matangi Water Project. water project by the 

Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture Project 

(KSCAP) in partnership with the department of 

Agriculture has a capacity of 50,000cubic meters. 

The main objective of the project is to provide 

safe and adequate water for livestock and agricul-

tural use.  

The project also entails construction of elevated 

water tanks and pump house, installation of solar 

panels and solar water pumps, rehabilitation of 

water troughs and construction of toilets and 

bathrooms.  

Already, two farmers-groups in Mukogodo East 

are enjoying the fruits of this project. The two 

groups are Kapron Self Help Groups and Jikaze 

Central SHG, courtesy of Agriculture CEC Wan-

gari Wachira and KSCAP county coordinator 

Muriuki Kiboi. 

KSCAP has recently installed a drip irrigation 

system in two farms belonging to the 2 groups. A 

water tank has also been set in each of the farms 

and the groups are yet to receive an extra tank 

from the organization. 

Capron SHG has onions on their farm after hav-

ing successfully set a demo nursery farm with the 

help of Jackson Githui one of the ward 

Agricultural Officer. 

The area is prone to draught and water 

has been a major challenge.  

The CECM insists on the sustainability of 

the projects being implemented by the 

County. The farmers will be able to enjoy 

the fruits of this projects even after the 

completion of the projects. The gains will 

remain with them long after the organiza-

tion’s aid. 

Jikaze Central SHG will have their toma-

toes ready for the market before the end 

of this month. Capron SHG already plant-

ed their Onions under the drip irrigation 

system 

Onion plantation that has benefitted from Matangi Water Project 
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By Vivian Wachira 

Many rural producers often face serious diffi-

culties in accessing market to sell their goods 

because of their remote location and high 

transport costs. 

Umande ward has been on a move to revive 

the old markets as well as open new ones 

where the local people  will be able to sell their 

commodities. According to Umande ward ad-

ministrator, David Kamweru, the government 

opened two markets in 2021, that is, Mugumo 

Market in January and the Maili Nane Market 

in February which have been operating now 

for a year. 

This year they have opened the Ngenia market 

with the Mugogodo East ward administrator 

and are opening the Mirera market together 

with Laikipia East sub-county, administrator 

Grace Kinyua. 

The markets will deal in commodities such as 

vegetables and other farm products and also 

mitumba clothes including shoes. They are also 

planning to introduce livestock market that is 

mainly for goats, sheep and cows once the mar-

ket has grown and is familiar in those areas. 

Local people in Umande ward will greatly ben-

efit from this market due to increase of busi-

ness opportunity as they will be able to set up 

their business. They will also benefit from low 

transport cost as compared to before where 

they had to travel to Nanyuki town to access 

market. 

“The transport cost incurred before by people 

to and from Nanyuki as well as other places in 

Umande will be cut and they will now be able to 

budget for it as they will acquire market items 

within their locality,” says Mr. David Kamweru, 

Umande ward administrator. 

Some of these market places such as the Mugumo 

market had toilets, borehole water and a nearby 

health facility, only the people were needed to lo-

cate the place and set up their businesses. 

The County Government of Laikipia has already 

budgeted for the graveling of these market places, 

installation of the security lights, fencing of the 

market area perimeters, building shades around 

the market places and also to ensure that those 

markets have access to water and also sani-

tization blocks. The County Government 

will also earn revenue in form of taxes from 

these markets. 

Operating days for these markets will be on 

different days, Ngenia market will operate 

on Sundays, Mugumo market on Tuesdays, 

Maili Nane market on Thursdays and 

Mirera market on Fridays. 

The reliability of these markets will boost 

productivity, increase incomes and also 

strengthen food security within and outside 

Umande ward locality. 

Renovated and New Umande  Markets Cutting Cost for Residents 

Newly introduced Mirera market 

Market day at  Ngenia centre 
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By Nahashon Maina 

Investment in Laikipia county will continue to 

scale up as transformative projects of smart 

town are realized. The County Government of 

Laikipia has been making elaborate plans and 

strategic makeover of major trading centers to 

attract more investment in the county.  

The idea is to make Laikipia a preferred in-

vestment destination by making available op-

portunities for growth of entrepreneurial ac-

tivities . The towns will have all the necessary 

amenities from water, sewerage, high speed 

fiber network and friendly environment.  

This will make them attractive for investors 

looking to make a killing by investing in area 

of high return on their investment.  

All county department has come together to 

ensure  all-round smarts town that ensure that 

every detail plan for the towns are implement-

ed.  

The county is also engaging smart town man-

agers to ensure that investors are well guided 

in area of their interest. They will be in the 

forefront of  creating an enabling and friendly 

environment for investors. 

In a journey  to industrialize Laikipia through 

manufacturing and mining, the smart town 

will play a crucial and critical role of offering 

the necessary support system for investors.  

The establishment of department of innova-

tion and enterprise development is expected 

to support various SMEs in the county to real-

ize their manufacturing capacity and contrib-

ute to growth of the local economy.  

The presence of a strong entrepreneurial and 

innovative environment is propelling interest 

from afar and county government is moving in 

to create the necessary condition for investors.   

With well established infrastructure in the coun-

ty, it will be a matter of time before investors 

start streaming to Laikipia. 

 A look into Oljabet town which is currently 80% 

complete brings a different picture of the changes 

that await other upcoming smart towns. A total 

makeover, well planned streets and improved 

accessibility will be implemented to entice inves-

tors.  

The expected outcomes of the projects are in-

creased incomes for local residents, more em-

ployment opportunities and a strong economy 

that offers the best living standards for the peo-

ple.  

Why invest in Laikipia 

According to Laikipia County Development Au-

thority, these are the reasons investors are inter-

ested to invest n the county: 

• Strategic location on either side of the Nyahu-

ruru-maralal road offering market access ei-

ther to Maralal for inputs and Nairobi for out-

puts hassle free. 

• In Laikipia county one of the few counties re-

cording great economic performance at a 

GCP growth rate of 8.6 % above the national 

average at 5.5 % the micro economy is ex-

pected to grow to 400 b in the medium term. 

• Highly skilled human resource for both white

- and blue-collar jobs. Laikipia is the home to 

10 Vocational and Training Centers (VTCs), a 

public university and has close collaboration 

with Dedan Kimathi university which 

churn out highly skilled graduates who can 

work in any manufacturing industries set 

up in the smart town. 

• Laikipia is   member of the Central Region 

Economic Block (CEREB) which boasts of a 

market of close to 10 million potential cus-

tomers. CEREB is currently contributing 

over 26% of the national GDP 

• Laikipia is at the center of Kenya and a key 

connection to the LAPPSET corridor route 

through Isiolo to Ethiopia and Lamu. 

• Infrastructure:  The rail connection from 

Nairobi to Nanyuki has been revived, 

while the Nairobi –Nyahururu railway 

line’s revival is on-going. The leasing pro-

gram by the county has made most roads 

all weather and easily motorable, has 36 

airstrips. The Nanyuki airport is getting ex-

panded. 

• Land and size -Sits on 9,462km2 and has a 

healthy population of close to 600 thousand 

people. 

• Great opportunities exist for provision of IT 

and related services, development for in-

coming and outgoing call centers and soft-

ware. There are also great opportunities in 

expansion of science and technology cen-

ters, IT centers of excellence and training 

centers for the hospitality industry-Exploit 

the existing fiber line. 

• The existing Economic stimulus fund will 

act as a great boost for the new investments 

that acquires the CGL trade License. 

Smart Town Present Outstanding Investment Opportunities in Laikipia 

Newly tarmacked road network at Oljabet Smart Town 
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By David Serem 

Information Technology at the center of 

reforms in transition to paperless opera-

tions in keeping up with the latest 

trends in the sector  

Laikipia County has begun in earnest 

the process of fully automating health 

provision processes across all its outlets, 

in a bid to revolutionize the service for 

the better. 

The development is at the centre of the 

ongoing reforms to the health service, 

which will see the service fully optimize 

technology to maximize efficiency in 

general administration, commodity and 

revenue management, among other are-

as.  

The development marks the start of an 

overhaul that will see the service transi-

tion to a paperless platform in the near 

future. This will run alongside other ad-

justments the service is pursuing to 

make client experience the best, and has 

posted early successes in its key compo-

nents such as the Sample Referral Sys-

tem.  

The service is on the tail end of inclu-

sive deliberations with health manage-

ment teams from across the county on 

the best way to implement the transition 

process, which will have all the stake-

holder views incorporated.  

On Thursday last week, the county sen-

ior leadership, LHS staff and ICT Depart-

ment held a meeting to work around the 

finer details of the transition, paving way 

for the implementation of a program that is 

poised to alter the face of public healthcare 

provision for the better.  

The development paves way for the start of 

implementation process, with the transition 

into full automation now becoming a reali-

ty. The ongoing adjustments will see the 

convergence of related service points such 

us customer care, registration, cash and in-

surance billing and general administration 

at close proximities for ease of reach.  

The move is set to maximize efficiency by 

speeding up processes, promoting revenue 

and commodity accountability. For in-

stance, while focus has been put on ensur-

ing accountability in revenue management, 

commodity tracking has been left unaudit-

ed outside the stores, leaving so much to 

chance. The automation is set to correct 

this to enabling tracking a commodity to 

the end user, which is the patient.  

With the development, Laikipians are look-

ing forward to parting with intimidating 

paperwork, and saying hello to a paperless 

future while interacting with any of the 

LHS outlets.  

“Our priority in the transition process is 

client data safety, and we are leaving noth-

ing to chance as we embark on this transi-

tion,” said Sammy Linus, County Director 

Digital LHS: Laikipia Commences Journey to Fully Automated Health Service 

of ICT and Research.  

Already, LHS Nanyuki has demonstrated 

successful deployment of IT solutions in 

its daily operations, promising the same 

on a wider scale.   

On a broader scale, Laikipia Health Ser-

vice is poised to optimize technology for 

facility interconnectivity countywide. 

This step will especially be critical in the 

implementation of the Sample Referral 

System, where the test results are elec-

tronically transmitted back to the facility 

of collection for the next management 

plan, an initial attempt at telemedicine.  

LHS is also banking on technology con-

nectivity to generate and upload reports 

on a central database without the need 

for entry and movement of manual files. 

This operations will prioritize data safe-

ty, where stratified user lines will allow 

for varying access to data depending on 

logs assigned to different users based on 

their authority.  

Hardware, software components of the 

systems, human resource  

“Any change comes at a cost, and we are 

prepared to meet the expenses,” said 

Rose Matai, Laikipia Health Service 

CECM. “We have factored in the hard-

ware and software components in our 

budget and we are good to go.” 

The new Mother and Child Hospital at LHS Nanyuki. The 120 bed complex was opened last week, and will house all 

the referral needs for mothers and their newborns 

Files store at one of LHS outlets 
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Rebuilding Efforts of  Kisii Ndogo in Olmoran 
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Opening up of Ndoyoriwo Security road in Olmoran ward. The county government is 

committed in improving accessibility of ward and as calm returns to the area. Road is an 

enabler for development as it ease movement of goods and people. 


